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ST. PAUL's EpisrIE ro TITUS, 
Caay. II. 1115. 


For the grace of God, that bringeth ſulvatign, hath appeared to all g 

men, teaching us, that denying ungodlineſi and worldly luſis, we 
ond live ſoberly, righteonfly, and godlily, in this preſaut world ; 
locking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
Cod and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; who gave himſeif for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himfclf a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works, Theſe things ſpeak, and 
exhort, and rebuke with all authority, Let no man de ge 14 thee. 


. TM ſacred paſſage before ds was addreſſed by St. Paul te 


Titus, a chriſtian miniſter. The inſtruction it contains is an 
ample foundation ſor a diſcourſe adapted to the preſent ſolemn- 


ity. This ſummary of the chriſtian religion turns our attention 


to the grace that brings ſalvation to a loſt world the deſign 
of this grace to promote holineſs—the bleſſed hope which ſprings 


from a compliance with its deſign and the duty of a goſpel mi- 
niſter to inculcate theſe things, as he would ard * and 


his office from contempt. 


Let us, FIRST, contemplate the grace that brings ſuloation to 
a loſt world. | 


The grace here intended could have no object, if we deny 
the fall and corruption of human nature.“ The phy ſical and 


moral ſtate of man in tlis world, indicate not a regular and 


orderly ſtructure, either of matter vr of mind, but the re— 
mains of ſomewhat that once was more ſair and magnificent,” 
Revelation aſſerte that“ God made man upright, but he hath 
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the derivation of pollution, condemnation and death from the 
firſt offence of one _ * are — Rage: By 11 


* 


F out many inventions,” "Who can ping | a 4 aug out 


of an unclean ? not ong. The univerfal guilt of mankind, aid 


the inference from it that no man can be juſtified by law or Forks, 


apoſlle. : : 
Our progenitors, in the day they wranſoreſted, were over- 


whelmed with fear : Neither of them appeared as a penitent 


iuterceeding for mercy : both, as deſperate criminals, expected 


immediate judgment. This is the true ſtate of unaſſiſted reaſon 


| however ſome have boaſted of its alldufiiciency, The firſt glimpfs 
of hope in our progenitors was derived from the promiſe of a 
| Redeemer. None of their offspring have, probably, been alto- 
Feber without bght from revelation. 


Some reject the hate doctrine of mediation; _ 1 
au aZſetnte grace. They muſt, however, admit, that it belongs 
to God to fay whether he will forgive offenders againſt his 
_ government, or how ſignify to them his forgiveneſs. To deny 


this would be to take from him a prerogative claimed by the ſu- 
preme authority of every ſtate; that of determining whether a 
capital offender ſhall be pardoned, aud of making known their 


pleaſure in the caſe. A reliance on grace. 15 an acknowledgment 


of fin and demerit. It is then juſt that God ſhould punith fin. How 
ſhall the ſinner know that juſt puniſhment ſhall not be inflicted ? 


Cod is not inditf ferent to fin : It will not be forgiven 3 in violation 


of his bolineſs. Will God forgive without any prov iſion for the 


fupport of his authority, or the renovation of his image on the 


guilty ? Do they owe their ſalyation to grace? and ſhall they 


pet ſay to the God of grace, that no Mediator between him and 


them may be appointed * ? that ſuch an appointment would de- 


roy the grace of their ſalvation ? 


Among other modes of atonement, the heathen ſacrificed the ſruit 


of Heir bod for the fin of their ſouls, The advocates for natural 


re7%on, in tuis enlightened age, as much diſapprove the expiationy/ 
which the heathen offered, as they do the expiation of jeſus. Pad 


they been educated in hcatheaiſin, what rcafon is there to believe 
that 


2 See WWW 4 4 
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Lord ? what foundation is there to apply to him for mercy ? 


1 


chat they . not have n devoted to the moſt wind cruck 


'E ſuperſtition ? g 


All ages and nations have embraced the o TR of an atonement 
for ſin, or vicarious ſufferings, It is agreeable to the conſtant ad- 
miniſtration of providence and courſe of the world, to admit 
that ſpiritual evils are prevented or removed, am ſpiritual bleſ- 

fings diſpenſed, thro the ſufferings, virtues or inter poſition of ſome 


_ diſtinguiſhed character. How unreaſonable then is it to conclude 


againſt the tenor of uniform experience, that nothing ſimilar can 
take place in the economy of grace? It is rather to be ſuppoſed, 


that mediation, in a much higher ſenſe, prevails to keep off the | 


greateſt evils, and procure the greateſt good. 


It is no objeRtion that the mediation of Chriſt is above our 


comprehenſion. For ſo are all the ways of Ged. Weare only 
- concerned with the fact, whether God hath made him to be a fine 
offering fer us, For if ſo, then doubtleſs God hath given his teſti- 


"oy to Jefus, that we might believe. Ve receive the witne/? of 
; the witneſ",of Cod is greater, It would be foreign to the de- 


| fin of the preſent. diſcourſe to examine the queſtion, whether we 


have the divine teſtimony to the miſſion of Jeſas. I mention it only 


with a view to obferve, that it belongs not to man to difpute 


about the way of falvation, when God hath determined upon 
it, and declared his mind. The way, or even the poſſibility 


of ſalvation is known no further than we know the will of 


God in the matter. It doth not become us to diſcuſs a queſtion 
which God hath ſettled, Or if he hath not made known his will 
reſpecting the falvation of men, wherewith ſhall they come before the 
* 
preſuming upon unrevealed mercy, they rely on bold and preca- 
rious conjectures. They can find no reſt to their fouls, but re- 


main, at beſt, in miſerable uncertainty. If God hath revealed 


the way of ſalvation, and they neglect it, their guilt is greatly 
enhanced by fuch neglect. 


But ſome 3 of revealed reli gion think it interferes with 
free grace to ſuppoſe, that the redemption by Jeſus Chriſt is the 


meritorious cauſe of the juſtification and ſalvation of finners. If 
this 


my 


QC | . 
this doctrine is not revealed, Tet. it be regarded as 4 cunningly der 
viſed fable: But if revealed, let it not be explained away, be- 


cauſe it may appear to our reaſon- incongruous. We undertake 
not to ſhew how, or on what grounds, the ſacrifice of Chriſt expi- 


* 


ates human guilt. Creat is the myſtery of godlineſs : Ged manife eff 


in the fieſþ—manifeſt to take away the ſin of the world. The ſerip- 
tures have ſaid, © God is in Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf, 
« not imputing their treſpaſſes. Whom God hath ſet forth to 


be a propitiation, to declare his righteouſneſs, that he might 


« he juſt, and the juſtifier of believers in Jeſus, There is one 


ee Mediator between God and men, Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf 


« a ranſom for all, Who of God is made unto us wiſdom, riglite- 


c ouſneſs, ſanctiſication and redemption.” With the believers of 


revelation theſe declarations fflould ſuffice. Shall they doubt 
whetlier the appointment of a Mediator is founded in reaſons as 


much higher than finite diſcernment as the henvens are higher than 


the earth e Our faith could never be eſtabliſhed on fure grounds, 
if it was to depend ſolely on the reafonings of men. The pre- 


 ſawption of Examining the fecret things of God without the power 
of ag examination, is apt to miſlead” the friends of revelation. 


Te is ſimilar to the preſumption of its foes, who reject it becauſe 


they do not find in it the wifdom they feck after. 


Human attempts to explain the trinity and atonement, witlr 
ther doctrines of pure revclation, beyond the ſimplicity of ſcrip- 


ture, have given occaſion to the deriſion of the infidel, The pro- 


vince of a goſpel miniſter is, not to inveſtigate the reafons upon 
which God determined to diſpenſe his grace thro a Redeemer, but, 
in Chriſt's ſtead, to beſeech men to be reconciled to God. In the 
Mediator of God's appointment all fulueſs dwells, The Lord is 
wel/=pleaſed for his Fightcouſneſ” ſake. The law is magnified. 


The uniform hai of ſcripture xepreſents the death of Chriſt 
as our 7a:/7-1, To this ranſom the abſolution or juſtification of 
condemned ſinners is annexed, The higheſt inſtance of God's 

grace was his commiſſioning the /iw97d to ſinite the man that is his 

FELLOW. Obſeryable in this connexion is our apoſtle's argument. 

* We have redanption thro his blood.; who is the image of the 
| DCIS 50.5% BS inviſible 


2 

i Jinviſi ble Cod, the fir born of every creature. For by him wert 

raj things Ae that are iti heaven, arid that are in earth, 

viſible and inviſible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or 

£ principalitles or powers : All things were created by him, and "ny 
bim. Aud he is before all things, aud by 208 all thing. conſiſt”? 


Such Is bis character who gave himſelf for oof redemption; ſuch 
the unſpeakable gift of God to the human apoſtacy. Prophets 5 
from the beginning of the world had foretold the coming of THz 
JUST ONE. Laſt of all, in fulneſs of time, God ſent his dearly be- 
loved Son, whoſe glory is the glory of the only begotten of the Father; 
in whom dwelleth all the fulneſs of the gedhead. The Saviour's lan- 
guage was, Lo, I come] delight to do thy will, O my God. He 
humbled himſelf. He gave himſelf an offering and ſacrifice to Cod for 
a fweet inelling ſavor. Behold, what manner of love bas been le- 
ſtowed on tis, He that [pared not his own Son, but deliver:d him up 
for us all, how ſhatl he not with hins alſo freely give us all things © 


This ſacrifice doth not make God gracious ; it is the ect of 
his grace: It comprehends all other gifts of grace. Gov 25 
LOVE. What peculiarly commends his love is this, that Chriſt 
died for ſinners, for enemies. In the Mediator God is exhibited | 

as A just Gop ANB THE Saviour, Grace is manifeſt in the 
ranſom provided for apoſtates ; ; their acceſs to the Father, thro' 
the Son, and by the Spirit ; their being, his workmanſhip, crea- 
ted anew in Chriſt ; the earneſt of the Spirit, and gift of eternal 
life. GRACE, CRACK, is the inſcription on the mediatorial plan, 
from its origin to its conſummation iu heavenly glory. 


Great is the extex! of this grace, With perfect 0 incerity bath 
God ſaid, „As I live, I have no pleaſure in the death of the 
© wicked. ſeſus Chriſt the righteous is the propitiation tor the 
« ſin of the whole world. Whoſoever will, let him take the 
waters of life freely. The riches of his goodneſs, forbear- 
* ance and long-ſuffcring lead to repentance. If ye who are evil, 
te Know how to give good gifts to your children; how much 
more ſhall your heavenly Father give the holy Spirit to them 


“that aſk him.! To every one that hath ſhall be given, wa he 
B | | « ſh; 


9 ban! une n The blaſphemy a againf the holy Ghoſt 1 

is the 92/5 caſe that is excepted from pardon. This! is excepte cauſe 
it is both a rot and final rejectionofthe grace that brin gs ſalvation: 
It is to trample under foot the Son of God, and do de ſpite, to the Spirit of | 

grace, which confirmed his religion byn miraculous gifts. The blaſphe- 


mer againſt the holy Ghoſt perfiſts i in rejectiug the only facrifite 


for fin. And there is nd remiſſion without a ſatrifice. He per - 
fiſts 3 in  deriding Jeths: And there is no other name whereby we 


can be ſaved.” This exempt caſe, being wholly inapplicable to 
that of an awakened ſinner; enquiring, What ſhall I do to be 


faved ; * & to him no juſt ground of diſcouragement. An. all. ſuf. 


ficient ſacrifice” and help equal to all our neceſſities, are proyi- 
ded: and offered. What could have been done more? The offer 


of ſalvation is unlimited. All hall obtain who comply with the 


wiſe and gracious terms, To ſuch. as refuſe the terms it could 
be no ſalvation; becauſe it is a ſalvation from ſi 1u—redemption from 
all iniquity. What fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with nrighteouſneſ' ? | 
Hath the grace of God revealed any redemption our of hell-? 
any reſtoration to righteouſneſs with reſpect to ſuch as die in their 
fins? The judgment of the great day will-cloſe the goſpel plan. 
The Mediator will then deliver up his kingdom. The holy Ghoft 


faith, To day, if ye will hear bis voice, harden not your hearts, Were 


we to ſuppoſe 2 termination to the wrath revealed againff the def. 
piſers of the * day of grace, fill no wiſe man would incur 


that wrath. The commiſſion to Chriſt's miniſters i is, „Go ye 


ce into all the world, and preach the goſpel to every creature. 


tc He that believeth—ſhall be faved ; but he that believeth not 
e ſhall be damned. Will. the grace of God bring, ſalvation to 
thoſe who thallbe danined in the other world for their unbelief in 
_ this? The goſpel is now preached to men for a uitneſi. Now 
45. the day of ſalvation, In preſuming * another = men run 
5 an amazing hazard. | 


4 By grace are ye faved, thro? faith. a Gras a the atone- 
ment are very far from precluding this gralification of the goſpel. 


Faith receives the teſtimony of God concerning his Son, and free 


juſtification thro' his redewption : It is to ſet to our ſeal that 
5 God 
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God is true. If we believe not in Jeſus as the chriſt of god, 2 


Mvered for our offences, and raiſed for our Juſtification, i muſt be 


in vain with reſpect to us that he died, and God's grace hath 


abounded. The ee of God is that which is thro 
the faith of Chri f in contradiſtinction from hw and works. 


The idea of Juſtification by law mak 7) faith. void, and the promiſe of 
20 effect. It is of faith, that it might be by grace. The father of the 


faithful was an eminent example of this truth. « Abraham be- 
« lieved, and it was accounted unto him for righteouſneſs.” This 
faith is oppoſed to boaſting : it is an affiance-in the ſacrifice of 
the croſs, a renunciation of every other dependence. The be- 


| Hever' is crucified with Chriſt, and hath cuwitted his ſoul to him. 


The moſt conciſe, plain andfcriptural definition of ſaving faith, 


bs, receiving the truth in love. They who thus receive it have the 


witneſs in themſelves. They will always -be prepared to give an | 
anſwer to every one that aſkerth a reaſon of their Chriſtian, hope. — 


. God hath fulfilled | in them the work of faith with power. In the 
1 ſanctifying i inſluence of the golpel, it is the power of Cod to ſatoation. 
As a reaſon of his doctrine, that we are ſaved by grace thro Faith, 
not by works, St. Paul faith, „For we are his [God's] work- 


manſhip— in Chriſt. The renovation of the holy Ghoſt is a ſig- 


nal part of the work of grace. Faith woricth by 1102, When xe- 


.vealed truths become the object of the affections, men believe with 


the heart unto righteouſneſs. They account all things leſs for Chriſt. 


They behold the glory of the Lord, and are changed into the fame 
image. Faithwithout works is dead. Works alſo may be dead 


for want of faith. Faith wrought With Abraham! Fork, and 
11 works was faith made perfect. 


The grace of God hath bleſſed different ages and nations with 


15 tlie means ; of ſalvation ! in var ious meaſures. This is agreeable to - 


the various diſtribution of the gifts of nature end provide: ice. The 


; head of the church hath upheld it, as he promiſed. The oracles 


.of God have been gearded thro” long periods of darkneſs. A ſuc- 
ceſſion of paſtors and teachers has been ſent to publiſh the glad-t1- 
dings. Thro' the divine bleſſing on the miiniſtry of e e dh 


wanderers from the truth have * converted to che wWiſdom of t! 
juſt, | 
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bor ODOR fouls faved "2 dah; while the diſc 1 have 
been confirmed, and built up on their mgſt holy faith, 


From contemplatin gthe grace of the goſpel, we 8 to ob- 


terve that its deſign | is to promote holinefi, It teacheth to deny un- 
2 odlineſ and worldly lufts, and to live ſoberly, righteonſly and godlily, 


Our Saviour gave hin, ſeit for us, that he might redeem us from all in. 
# ity, and pur fy fy Wl pared feople, zealous of ud works, 


Tn the next chapter the apoſtle enjojns upon Titus to ina con- 


ſtantly the riches of mercy in redemption, juſtification by grace thro- 
faith, and the renovation of the holy Ghoſt, as the moſt forcible 


motives to univerſal holineſs. For after the mention of theſe doc- 
trines he immediately Fabjoins ; & Thee things I will that thou af- 


ce firm conſtantly, that they which have believed in God might be 
c careful to maintain good works.” An opinion had crept into the 

primitive church, that grace was a difpenſation for living in ſin.— 

x 6 he apoſtle rejects it with juſt indignation. Shall we ſin that 


4 grace may abound ? God forbid. Sin ſhall not have dominion 


« over you, , becauſe ye are not under the law, hut under Hake, 
6 Chriſt j is not the miniſter of ſig,” 


The evangelical motives to bolinefs are all . in 


this; Ye are not your own, ye are bought with a price. Therefore, 
ſays the apoſtle, * glorify God in your body and ſpirit.” Chriſt's 
"dying to fave us from the guilt of fin, and the ſpirit's influence, 

| beſtowed as his purchaſe, to deliver us from the pollution and do- 
- minion of fin, are conſiderations of the greateſt weight with every 


believer, . St. Peter, exhorting profeſſors to all holy converſation, 


uſeth the argument we are now upon as the moſt forcible. For-: 


*« aſmych as ye kriow that ye were redeemed with the precious blood 


« ;f ChriſtZas ofa lamb without blemiſh and without ſpot. By 
«« whom are given to ys exceeding great and precious promiſes, that 


« by theſs ye might be partakers of the divine nature. St. Paul's 
exhortation proceeds on the ſame ground. Having theſe promt- 
« /25, let us cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, 
„ perfecting holineſs in the ſear of God.“ 


There 
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here are two extremes equally dangerous. One ſuppoſe, fal- . 


len man to have no need of a Mediator, or any ſpecial divine infla- 
ence. This fruftrates grace, and the death of Chrift. The other 
ſuppoſeth. that means and endeavours are uſeleſs. Or it repreſents 


the perſonal and ſocial, divine and chriſtian virtues, as of ſmall 


moment. This makes void the law, which chriſtianity was not in- 


troduced to deſtroy, but to fulfil and eſtabliſp. On the love of God 


and our neighbour hang all the law and prophets. And the end 


of the goſpel is charity, out ofa pure heart, and of a good conſci- 


ceuce, and of faith unfeigned. The chriſtian is“ ſincere and with. 


« out oſfence being filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which 


«are by Jeſus Chriſt to the praiſe of God.” Whatſoever he doth, 


in word or deed, is in the name of the Lord Jeſus. He lets his light 
ſhine before men, that they may fee his good works, and plorj- 


fy God. Therefore grace and the atonement are exalted, when 


they perſuade us to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts 550 to Jive 


ſoberly, n and godlily. 


Reflect, my hearers, on the character and an of the be 
race. All are guilty before God, obnoxious to wrath, weak thro* 


ſin, and under a law of mortality. Moſt eſſential ta religion then 
are the doctrines and promiſes. of the goſpel. The heavenly max- 


ims and example of Chriſt would be ſet before us to no purpoſe, had 
he not appeared to make reconciliation for iniquity, fave that which 
was loſt, heal the broken-hearted, preach deliverance to captives, give 
the knowledge of ſalvation by the remiſſion of ſins, aſſure us ofthe ſpir- 
#t of li fe, which ſets free from ſin aud death, and to bring innortali.. 


ty to light. The doctrine of a Mediator of atonement and interceſ- 
ion, and the eternal ſpirit working 1 in us mightily ; the aſſurance 
that every one zvho aſketh, receiveth ; and he that ſeeketh, findeth ; 


the hope of eternal life—theſe heavenly truths and aſſurances afford 


light in our darkneſs, and ſtrength in our weakneis. Hence the 


hopes of periſhing ſinners are revived : They fly for refuge: 
Their labor for the meat 2 eternal life! is guided, animated and 


ſucceeded. 


Hop deficient and faulty were the beſt rules of the heathen ? 
Fo | Lad 


— which dats follow ? any 8 to 
| Kpport: Perſecuted v \ virtue ? For wiſdom and virtue Socrates was 
Arpad by none. of their philoſophers and moraliſts. He owned 
his want of a oeleſtial guide, and his conduct proved it. He lived 
-and died zan idelator. His example confirmed: the . Athenians i in 
their ſuperſtition. Our apoſtle ſhewed- that people the folly and 
vanity of their worſhip, and turned. them to the only true and liv- 
ling God, by preachipg Chriſt, and thro! him the reſurreRion from 
the dead; by calling them to repentance in the aflurance of a fu- 


ture judgment. The grace and jruth, pop 641710 by, JEsSt Us Cnklsr, ; 
:thew the eſſicaey of repentance ghro' his giving himſelf. to redeem 
us from iniquity : They pecyliarly. alli and incite us to purify 


-quetelves even as he is pure, by the hape of being lite ny and 
mering him as. he is, when he foal per. | 


T bis reminds ys of the next part of our ſubject: The b Meſſe hope 


which fprings from a compliance with the deſign and practical 
tendency of the grace that brings ſalvation. Looking for that bleſſed 
hope, and the . n, wi he as and our. Ta Jeſus 
es | | 


The apoſtle ſuppoſed that a OR EY of the iſſue of the 


. preſent diſpenſation of grace, at the ſecond coming of our Lord, 
, 1 have powerful influence towards our living as this grace teach- 


eth. He doth not uſe an improper. motive to enforce his exhor- 
tation. to evangelical holineſs. | 


Jeſus will come in his own glory, and in the glory of his 


Father. Ee will be attended by all the holy angels. By their 
niniſtry all nations will be gathered before his judgment: ſeat, to 


receive according to the deeds done in the body. He will come to 


take vengeance on them that obey not the goſpel but to be glo- 
rified in his ſaints, and admired in all them that believe. Well 
way that day be called his glorious appearance, when he ſhall fit as 
Judge of the world, and decide the eternal ſtate of the whole uni- 
verſe of intelligences. The majeſty of this appearance is inde- 
ſcribable. Every eye hall fee him. Be ſore his preſence the earth 


and Peavens ſpall flee a. The glory on the mount of transfi- 
guration 
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be ſoliritous'ts be found of him in peace, without ſpot and blaue: 
leſs. Brethren, keep in view bis coming and kmgdom, as y 
would be ecited to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to lire 


day we perſuade men. 


hope of glory. 


goſpel, and glorify God whoſe grace is ſv illuſtrious in it. 


1 
giration was a Kahn einÞleni of his power and coming, All ttar 


look for his appearance muſt Be ſtrack with awe, and muſt needs: 


ſoberly, righteouſly and allg. By the majeſty | of that great, 


” 1 , 7 f 
2 "P72 4 


This motive to holineſs intimates that the jvopts rbwigh of 5 
chriltian is reſerved in heaven. It doth not yet appear what he. 
Wall be. Thus much only appears, that when Chriſt ſhall come 
in power and great glory, his humble followers ſhall be like him. 
Whatever they receive at-preſent in the peace of Jeſus and the hope 
of glory, they now walk by faith, not by ſight. | Now are they 
faved by hope; but hope that is ſeen i 15 not hope. When their bo- 
dies ſhall be raiſed incorruptible and immortal, Faſfrioned like 
Chriſt's glorious body, death will be ſwallowed up in victory. 
Such is the glorious profpect « of thoſe who have Chritt } in them the 


.” 


In the parable of the talents, , the argornent to oe: IS, that 


the diſtributer of them will come and reckon with the receivers. 
The expectation of his coming ſtimulates to faithfulneſs in the un- 


provement of his goods: We ſhall neglect and waſte them, f we | 


are unmindful oß or preſume that he delays, his coming. The 
ſeriptures often remind us of the day of accounts, to quicken us to 


immediate and perſevering fidelity, that we may be able to ſtand 


before the ſon of man. How was our apoſtle animated by the hope 


ofa crown of righteouſneſs ! How did he preſs toward the mark. 


for the prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jefus! May our 


eyes and hearts be fixed on this prize, this crown, as a motive to 
activity, zeal and conſtancy amidſt all temptations. This is con- 


ſormable to the pattern of our bleſſed Lord, who, for the joy ſet 


before him, endured the croſs, deſpiſing che ſhame. If the con- 


remplation of his glorious appearing; ſhould ſerve to excite and im- 


prove holy affections in us, We fhall comply with the intent of the | 


We 


16 
We proceed to obſerve, that it is 8 the duty of a goſpel miniſter to 


iaculcate the things now diſcourſed on, as he would guard himfelf 


and his office from contempt. Theſe things ſbeak, and exhort, and 
rebuke with all authority. Let no man deſpiſe thee, 


" Theſe things eohprebend the whole ſyſtem of truth and dirty which 
chriſtian paſtors are charged to teach. Thus teaching they will 
tnagnify their ofſiee— always ſuppoſing that the marther of their 
preaching and converſation manifeſt that theſe nn have the grea- 
* weight on their own minds. | 


St. Paul's farewell addreſs to the elders of Ephefus claim the 


2 oe” 88 and. moſt ſerious conſideration of every member of Chriſt. 


His example enforceth every iniſtruction he has given 01 given on the char- 
acter and duty of a goſpel miniſter, It ſhews what it is to fred 
the church of Cod, and watch for ſouls as thoſe that muſt give account. 

«Ye know, from tlie firſt day that I came into Aſia, after what 
% manner I have been with you at all ſeaſons, ſerving the Lord with 
& all bumility of mind. And how 1 kept back nothing that was 
tc profitable unto you; but have taught you publicly, and from 
_ © houſe to houſe, teſtifying, to the Jews, and alſo to the Greeks, 
< repentance. toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Bonds and afflictions abide me. But nene of theſe things move 
me; neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, fo that I might 
« finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have receive 
« ed of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God 
«I take you to record, that I am pure from the blood of all mer. 
e For I have net ſhunned to declare the whole counſel of God.” 
The goſpel of the grace of God is a doctriue according to godlineſt : 

It is practical religion, not valn philoſophy, nor empty morality. 
Believers, if any men, are careful to maintain good Works. Re- 
pentance is manifeſt in new obedience. The goſpel which we 
preach contains the moſt pure and perfe& ſcheme of morality, foun- 
ded on the ſureſt principles, enforced by the moſt powerful mo- 
-tives, and exemplified in the life of Jeſus. If there is any practical 


td religion inthe world, that of Jeſus is the religion. This &i»gdom: 


of God is righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the holy Ghoſt. This rea- 


ſonable — is not gloomy ſuperſtition, , nor wild cathuſialin, | 
| e e 


> 


17 


The good miniſter of Chriſt, aouriſhed up in ſound doctriue, hold- 


ing faith and a good conſcience, is both a rational and ſcriptural prea- 


cher. The goſpel in the mouth of ſuch a miniſter, © is quick and 


« powerful, The weapons of our warfare caſt down imaginati- 
ons, and every high thing that exalteth againſt the knowledge 
© of God, and bring into captivity every thought to the obedi - 


« ence of Chriſt.” Lectures on morality, without reference to 
the grace of God, to a Redeemer and Sanctifier, are after the rudi- 


ments of the world, adapted to the ſchool of Socrates and Plato ; but 
2:0! after Chriſt, Every ſermon we preach ſhould point to the 
grace which maketh us accepted inthe beloved. This is the baſis of 
an unreſerved and perſevering obedience, and higheſt motive to it. 
Thoſe preachers, doubtleſs, are aſhamed of the goſpel, who do but 
incidentally mention the name of its author, and its diſtinguiſhing 
doctrines, motives and proſpects, 


Chriſt is preached when any goſpel truth or promiſe is illuſtra- 


ted and improved -h n any moral or chriſtian virtue is inculca- 


ted on principles and motives taken from the goſpel. He is 
preached, when any ſin is cautioned againſt by the conſideration 


of his giving himelf for us to redeem ur from all iniquity ; when the 
ſinner is pointed to #1 whom he has pierced, Chriſt is preached, 


when the imitation of any of his virtues 18 recommended, or either 


of his offices as Mediator, or his original glory, or the nature of 
his kingdom, is the ſubject of diſcourſe. He is preached, when any 
part of his revelation is properly treated. It is © all profitable for 
« doctrine, reproof, correction, and inſtruction in righteouſnels ' 
—proſitable' for the conviction and converſion of ſuch as err r 
the truth, for the ediſication and comfort of believers unto life; for 
warning and admonition ; profitable to ſhew us our miſtakes, inſix- 
mities and corruptions, cur danger and the way of eſcape. Chrilt 


is preached, when, by means of the word, ſinners are pricxed inthe 


heart ; when the falſe hope of the hypocrite is detected; when 
good men are admoniſſied of their paſſions and declenſions, when 
their doubts are reſolved, their faith conſirmed, and their joy hel- 
ped. Different tempers : and characters muſt be differently treated. 
Ok ſome dave compaſſion, making à difference; and others ſave 


* with fear, plucking them our of the fire.“ 
C Preaching 


| "6, 
0 "We proceed to obſerve, chat | it is the duty of a goſhel miniſter, to 


inculcate the things now diſcourſed on, as he would guard himſelf 


and his office from contempt. Theſe things : ſprak k and exhort, and 


rebuke with all authority. Let no man deſpiſe thee, | 


" Theſe things dcn the whole ſyſtem of truth 220 ity which 


chriſtian paſt6ts are charged to teaelr. Thus teaching they will 


magnify their oſſiee—alwæys ſuppoſing that the maritier of their 


| ee eee grea- 


— their own mind. PS | 
St. Paul's fare well addreſs to the n of Epheſus claims the 


j or frequetit and. moſt ſerious conſideration: of every member of Chriſt, 


His example enforceth every inſtruction he has given 01 given on the char- 
acter and duty of a goſpel mittiſter, It ſhews what it is to fred 
the church of God, and watch for ſouls as thofe that muſt give account. 


Je know, from tlie firſt day that I came into Aſta, after What 


manner I have been with you at all feaſons, ſerving the Lord with 
4 all humility of mind. And how I kept back nothing that was 


“ profitable unto you; but have taught you publicly, and from 


houſe to houſe, teſtifying, to the Jews, and alſo to the Greeks, 
<< repentance, toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
« Bonds and afflitions abide me. But none of theſe things move 
«me; neither count I my life dear ufito myſelf, fo that I might 
« finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have receiv- 
« ed of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God 
«I take you to record, that I am pure from the blood of all me-. 

Fc For I have net ſhunned to declare the whole counſel of God. . 


The goſpel of the grace of God is a doctrine according to godlineſs, 


It is practical religion, not van philoſophy, nor empty morality. 


Believers, if any men, are careful to maintain good works. Re- 


pentance is manifeſt in new obedience. The goſpel which we 


| preach contains the moſt pure and perfect ſcheme of morality, foun- 
ded on the ſureſt principles, enforced by the moſt powerful mo- 


tives, and exemplified in the life of Jeſus, If there is any practical 


2 religion inthe world, that of Jeſus is the religion. This I/ gdm 


of God is righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the holy Ghoſt. This rea- 


ſonable ſervice is not ot gloomy ſuperſtition „nor wild — 
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The good miniſter of Chriſt, aouriſbed up ln ſound doctriue, hold- 
tng faith and a good conſcience, is both a rational and ſcriptural prea- 
cher. The goſpel in the mouth of ſuch a miniſter, © is quick and 
% powerful, The weapons of our warfare caſt down imaginati- 
ons, and every high thing that exalteth againſt the knowledge 
ce of God, and bring into captivity every thought to the obedj- 

te ence of Chriſt,” Lectures on morality, without reference to 
the grace of God, to a Redeemer and Sanctifier, are after the rudi 

ments of the world, adapted to the ſchool of Socrates and Plato; but 
n6t after Chriſt, Every ſermon we preach ſhould point to the 

grace which maketh us accepted inthe beloved. This is the baſis of 
an unreſerved and perſevering obedience, and higheſt motive to it. 
Thoſe preachers, doubtleſs, are aſhamed of the goſpel, who do but 
incidentally mention the name of its author, and its 9 


doctrines, motives and proſpects. 


Chriſt is preached when any goſpel truth or ; ord is illuſtra- 


ted and improved—when any moral or chriſtian virtue is inculca- 


ted on principles and motives taken from the goſpel. He is 
preached, when any ſin is cautioned againſt by the conſideration 


of his giving himſelf for us to redeem us ſrom all iniquity ; when the | 


ſinner is pointed to #11 whom he has pierced. Chrilt is preached, 


when the imitation of: any of his virtues is recommended, or either 


of his offices as Mediator, or his original glory, or the nature of 
his kingdom, is the ſubject of diſcourſe. He is preached, when any 
part of his revelation is properly treated. It is“ all profitable for 
« doctrine, reproof, correction, and inſtruction in righteouſneſs? 
profitable for the conviction and converſion of ſuch as err fror 
{he truth, for the ediſication and comfort of believers unto life; for 
warning and admonition; profitable to ſhew us our miſtakes, infir- 
mities and corruptions, our danger and the way of eſcape. Chrilt 


is preached, when, by means of the word, ſinners are pricxed in the 


heart ; when the falſe hope of the hypocrite 1s detected; when 
good men are admoniſhed of their paſſions and declenſions, when 
their doubts are reſolved, their faith confirmed, and their joy hicl- 
ped. Different tempers and characters muſt be different] y treated, 
„Ok ſome have compaſſion, making a difference; and others ſave 
* with fear, plucking them our of the fire.“ OY 

GC Preaching 
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"Preaching or hearing the word implies that »eans are to be 
uſed, Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God, Infi- 
nite wiſdom hath not ordained means in vain; nor is. the divine 
concurrence with them to be doubted. The miniſtry of reconcil- 
ation is inſtituted with deſign to open the eyes of men, and turn 


them from the power of ſatan unto: Ged. Men ſhould not then 


deſpiſe it, by forſaking the chriſtian aſſemblies. In the neglect of 
chriſtian inſtitutions, how can any hold faſt the chriſtian ons 


Jeans pretend to- chriſtianity without morality. Theſe turn grace 


into laſciviouſneſs. Others pretend to morality without chriſtianity. 
Theſe forget that from the appointment of a Mediator, and the 
gift of the ſpirit, reſult new and important relations, the duties of 


which are as indifpenſible, upon the diſcovery of theſe relations, as 
the moſt obvious ſocial virtues. Shall we be unmindful of our ob- 
ligations to the Father, Son and Spirit? Or ſhall the frigid lectures 

of heathen philoſophers and moraliſts be delivered to chriſtian al: 


ſemblies ? Let the diſciples of Jeſus be taught always to keep him 


in mind, to obey from reverence of his authority, in conformity to 
his pattern, and dependence on his merits and ſtrength. 
* 3 
Ihe apoſtle intimates tliat the eſtimation in which the overſeers 
of Chriſt's. flock are held, depends much on themſelves. Let 7:0 
man deſpife thee. 


It nuiſt needs be, faid Chriſt, that offences will come, but woe to that 


man by whom the offence cometh, The heavieſt woe will be their's 
_ whobear the veſſels of the ſanctuary, if they cauſe the offerings of 
the Lord to be abhorred. | 


There are ſingularilies of character, which, though not amore 


or contrary to ſound doctrine” , expoſe the miniſtry to contempt, 


and obſtruct its ſucceſs. It deſerves the attention of the paſtors 
who ſeparate men to the work of the miniſtry, and of vacant chur- 


ches in their choice of paſtors, whether thoſe who have theſe ſingu- 


Hrities are qualified perſons. None ſhould find admiſſion to the 


miniſtry, who:thro' want of talents, diſcretion, or on other ac- 
counts, would expoſe it to ſcorn. Special circumſpection in this 


matter is requiſite, at a time when —_—y and diſſipatiag aſſume 
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the name of Iiberality „ and chriſtian aſſemiblies are ſlighted and 
forſaken, 


A ſalutary effect to paſtoral rebuke is not to be expected, un- 
Jeſs jt be conducted with meekneſs and wiſdom, attention to time 
and circumſtances, to diverſities of tempers and rank. Men's pre- 


judices, and even their vices, may yield to wiſe reproof, while a 


direct attack will confirm them. Want of prudence and meek- 
neſs in a miniſter is to his reputation as dead flies in the ointment of 


| the apothecary, He ſhould never be haſty in his concluſions, nor 
pertinacious in his temper. Our Lord, eminently meek and low- 


ly, with an irreſiſtible wiſdom, compelled:the vicious: and rah 
* to give judgment againſt themſelves. 


Every one who hath the ſpi pirit of the goſpel miniſter, reflects that 


he himſelf 40% ir 4 man. A ſenſe of his own imperfections and faults þ 


is a cortant ſource of humiliation, He examines whether any 
thing in himſelf, any precipitation or pertinacity, heat without 


light, or mere u, of words and diſplay of talents, or unf{kilful, or 
unanimated performances, or any deportment unbecoming the gra- 


vity of his ſtation, give occaſien for contempt. He deſires no oth- 
er regard or influence than his uſefulneſs requires. Proper furni- 
ture for the miniſtry, and ſach a deportment in it as our ſubject en- 
Joins, will ordinarily ſecure juſt influence and eſteem. When ſuch 
furniture, and ſuch a deportment, do not preterve from contempt, 
ſhall a deſpiſed miniſter continue his nuniſtry among thoſc rant deſ- 
piſe hun ? 


A miniſter never ſpeaks with ſuch au :thority, is never ſo wel! 
gnarded againſt contempt, as when it is his care to teach the thin 
which the grace of God dotli, and no other, and at the ame 
to exhibit a correſpondent character. He may then cal! 

Hock, be ye followers of me, even as I offs am Hf. 1) 
no 3 over heli [4ith, but conſiders Ui: ſelf as e. 
joy. He is their ſervant for Joſie [are He points 
which contrived the amazing an of faivaito: 

ment, to the ſpirit Wich rogews ig di 


the temper and character which the gof: 


the hope ĩt ſets before us, andthe gle 
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He ſeeks not to commend himſelf by excelleney of ſpeech, but, by 1 
| manifeſtation of the truth as it is in Feſus, eommends himſe If to every 3 
| man's confeience i in the fight f God. For the goſpel's ſake he becomes j 
| all things to all men, that he may by all means ſave ſome. He gives ö 


offence in anything that the miniflry be not blamed. As a ſervant of 

Chriſt, ſer for the defence of the goſpel, he ſhews that Cod hath 
7z0t given him the ſpirit of fear, but of fortitude, His converſation is 

not with fleſhly wiſdom, but in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, by 
the grace of God. He warns every man, and teaches every man 

in all wiſdom, that he may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt. 


li | Thus doth a good miniſter ſpeak, exhort, and rebuke with all au- 
i thority, and thus gnard againſt contempt. It is of great impor- 
tance that he fully weigh the conſideration urged in the text. Lo: 
uo man deſpiſe thee, When he ſpeaks and exhorts as the grace of 
God teaches, and is of an exemplary character for ſobriety, righte- 
ouſneſs and godlineſs, the foes of truth and virtue may be conftrai- 
ned to view him with reſpeck. If not, their contempt falls on the _ 
grace that brings ſalvation; on piety and virtue; on the hope of 
immortality ; on him who gave his life a ranſom for the world ; 
and on the great God who ſent his Son to die for us, that we might 
not periſh, but have eternal life. He that repruveth Cod, let hin 
anſwer. The condemnation of ſuch, loving darkneſs rather than 
liglit, is this, that they turn away from bim that ſpeaketh from 


heaven. 


You perceive, my hearers, that the grace of God which brings 
ſalvation, far from diflolving, or weakening our obligation to holt- 
neſs, furniſhes the ſtrongeſt motives and aſſiſtances thereto—that the 
atonement, inſtead of enervating our obligations to the God of all 
grace, exhibits his grace in the brighteſt manner. The goſpel 
provides equally for the removal of the guilt and power of ſin.— 

| Whether the world could have been ſaved without a redeemer, ap- 

pears to be a very improper queſtion. For who could have known 
the mind of the Lord, had he not revealed it? And ſince he hath 
told us that there is ſalvation in uo other than Jeſus Chrilt, it is 
as uſeleſs as it is arrogant for us to enquire further. Nothing in 
us, or done by us, could give riſe to the grace that brings ſalvation, 
or can be conſidered as the meritorious ground of juſtiſication and 


life. 
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21 
life. But the more zealous we are for the intereſts of holineſs the 


more we act up to the principles and maxims of the goſpel, which 


is full of grace. Attending to the ſpirit and deſign of it, you will 
never account tho/2+ doctrines of grace, which are deſtructive of 
piety, juſtice and charity; nor will you poſtpone theſe weighty and 

eflential matters to poſitive inſtitutions, or to human inventions. 
You will not make the peculiarities of your own denomination the 
condition of ſalvation. You will agree in love to God and men, 
in a converſation becoming the goſpel, and endeavors for the pro- 


pagation and efficacy of the grace that brings ſalvation. Brethren „ 


pray for us, that the goſpel may have free courſe. 


The diſcourſe is particularly applicable to our young, brother, 
whoſe ſeparation to the goſpel of God is the occaſion of the preſent 
ſolemnity, 


DEaR SIR, 

It is the direction of the chief of the elit. that the winiſtry 
of reconciliation be committed to faithful mer, who ſhall be able to 
teach others. We judge you to be ſuch an one, or we ſhould not 
aſſiſt in ſetting you apart to this important and honorable work. 


Some general thoughts on the goſpel which you are to preach 


have been ſuggeſted, What you have learned, or may further 


learn, from this goſpel you will declare to your people. Unto 
you is this grace given, to make known the truth and ſalvation of 
God. The greater perſpicvity you uſe in doing, It, the more uſeful 
will be your miniſtry. Bur few of our hearers are philoſophers 


and ſcholars, Thoſe who are, need revealed truths in their native 


ſimplicity, 
Your laudable thirſt for knowledge, human and divine, the una- 
nimous choice of this Chriſtian ſociety, and your willingneſs to en- 


ter into the miniſtry, convince us that you are called of God, and 
will take care that 19 mar de {pi ſe you, Endeavour ſtill to deſerve, 


and to grow in the eſteem of this people. The ſucceſs of your mi- 
| niſtry and your own comfort depend much upon it. 


The danger of clerical independeuce and domination 18 ſometimes 
inſinuated, 


9 
5 * 
„„ 
, 99 xp , CD. 6-6 22 . vn x re be T 0a tr 2292 OA. . 2 ALE St) y g 0 4 3 — - 
* WAN 12 0 5 6 _—_ Ne & Sa : 1 = 5 — — —— —— - — — . SS SRP Percy non — —_— 
4 a bn p37 — 2 K Pots — 
— » 4 — 2 ———— K — — — roms Fn 2 — — — eden” — - Wy —— — pee — ww — — — 
K 2 8 — ——— —— — ä 2a. an — — 5 2 a —— —— —— — — —ę— — — 2 8 — —— 2 
4 ; : * „T —_— ; — 2 . EE ITE —— — — £20 
* - = — — Cp Re — — - 8 — 7 — — 
7 _ — — . —— Abe: —— G 
; l a - — 
ͤ— ,, SIT Hoo wrre Gs ect oe s m — 33 —— — —— arts nar he — ayes a ———— 22 — 5 1 3 — ui F 
5 LE, * , - 


— onthe Hogs wed 


0 


C 


aifnuated, as tho” the period, was reviving in which the clergy held 
the world in ignorance and chains. This aſperſion, totally deſti- 
xyte of truth and candour, is mentioned only to ſhew the occaſion 
wwe have for double circumſpection, left thoſe who are not well- 


withers to our religion, or the cauſe of virtue, may gain advantage. 
Paul gave his inffractionsto Timothy and Titus, directing them 

what to teach, and how to behave in the houſe of God, at a time 

when ſeducing teachers and litigious diſputers exerted themſelves 

| to corrupt the goſpel, and divide the church. Wherefore, O man 

of God, be watchful againſt ſuch, and thou ſhall be a veſſe/ of honor, 


meat for the Maſter's uſe. The importance of doctrines depends on 
their practical influence. Be blameleſs and harmleſs, and ſhine as 
a light in the world, holding forth the word of lite, fo ſhalt thou 


put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men, 


It is the goſpel of God's grace which you are to teſtify, & that all 


dc men may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the 


cc riches of the glory of his inheritance in the ſaints.” Among the 
greateſt obſtacles to this grace the apoſtle mentions imaginatio:s 
which exalt againſt the knowledge of God, Infidelity proceeds not leſs 
fromthe pride of ſcience than from profligacy of life. Fine ſpeculati- 
0::3,while they amuſe oftenpervert the mind. Metaphyſical preaching 


is loſt upon the hearers. Liberty and neceſſity of all ſubjects is 
the moſt abſtruſe, conſidered ſpeculatively; but in a practical con- 
ſideration all mankind are agreed. The man of wiſdom will there- 
| fore omit the ſpeculation. 


| Unneceſlary curioſity in an ae = met his TIT from ls Ma- 


| ſlay, what is that to thee © fellow thou me. God hath ſet his ſeal to 


various truths which we cannot comprehend. They are objects of 
our faith, becauſe God hath teſtified them : They muſt be receiy- 
ed on his teſtimony : Human modes of explaining them have in- 


jured revealed religion: They ſhould be inculcated in the ſimple 


language of the holy Ghoſt. The trinity, incarnation and fatisfac- 
tion, the agency of God in us and with us, the ſameneſs of the reſur- 
rection body, are among the revealed truths to which I refer. 


need not ſay to you, call 15 man in aſt er. The teacher who 38 
the 
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grace of Cod. They have choſen you for their ſpiritual guide, to 


termine to come to them in the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the gof- | 


faith and good works. You will fet before your hearers the gof- 
pel motives to holineſs, and perſuade them by the blefled hope, and 
the glorious appearing of our Saviour. They will have exalted 
ideas of grace when they are taught its deſign and tendency to make 

them holy in heart and life. 


the chief ſhepherd. Let all your miniſtrations, in public and pri- 


ance, 


upon you—even wiſdom and knowledge, love and zeal, to direct 


23 
the ſervant of men in his religious opinions, muſt not marvel if he is 
deſpiſed. Let it be your care to reaſon with your hearers, as Paul 
did, out of the ſcriptures, and you will merit reſpect. You are to 
proclaim the great ſalvation to immortal ſouls which have been pur- 
chaſed with a great ſum. A ſenſe of their worth, and of the love 
of Chriſt, will conſtrain you to J diligently leſt any man fail of the 


ſpeak, exhort, and rebuke with all authority the things which this | 
grace teacheth ; not to explain and defend any human fyftem. De- 


pel of Chriſt. If your ſermons have the favor of his knowledge, 
and terminate in him, you will conſtantly affirm the original love 


and free grace of God, the unexampled friendſhip of the Redeemer 
of the world, the neceſſity of the Spirit's influence, the neceſſity of 


You are appointed to watch for ſouls, and muſt give account to 
vate, and all your conduct, be referred to his glorious appear- 

May the double portion of the ſpirit of the ancient Er1jan reft 
your miniſtry and your life. Cird uß now thy hons like a man, Be 


ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt, May your flock rejoice your | 
foul by a good improvement of the word preached. What is your 


hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing © Are not even theſe your hearers 
in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his coming? O the ble 
fedneſs of the paſtor who ſhall then meet his plaudit, we// done, 11 
they grod and faithful ſervant ! Never be aſhamed of the gofpel of ol 
Chriſt, tho' you ſhould be deſpiſed for your ſteadfaſtneſs. Refolve 


with the apoſtle, © none of theſe things move me; neithe r count 4 


* I my life dear to myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with 
“joy, and the miniſtry I have receivedof the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify 
**the goſpel of the grace of God.” For the faithful miniſter there 


IS 


24 


5 laid up a crown of righteouſneſs. My dear brother, may the 
Lord the righteous judge, of his boundleſs FR” * unto you 
this crown. Amen. | 


The church and ſociety, who ſtatedly worſhip f in 1 ſanctuary, 
will indulge me in a brief addreſs. 


A 


CHRISTIAN BxzTRIE, 
The Redeemer's care of this flock hath appeared in giving you 
a ſucceſſion of good miniſters of the new teſtament.* Your late 
venerable and faithful paſtor cloſed his life and miniſtry full of days. 


You have ſhewn an early and commendable care to obtain another : 
paſtor to lead you in the paths of ſalvation. Your uncommon una- . 
nimity in the choice of,our young brother, and the proviſion you "Aj 

4 


have made for his credible maintenance, reflect honor upon you, — 
We behold this part of our Jeruſalem as a city that is compact. Let 
4e brotherly love continue. It is as the dew that deſcendeth on the 
“& mountains of Zion. For there the Lord commandeth the bleſ- f 
. ling, even life for evermore. | | g 


The talents, literary acquiſitions, and goodneſs of heart (as we 
ſuppoſe) of the paſtor you have choſen, well qualify him for the 
miniſtry. His buſineſs, yeu will remember, is to ſpeak, rebuke and 
exhort as the grace of God that brings ſalvation teacheth. We 
are perſuaded of him that he will not teack otherwiſe. If you ; 
and your children hold him in reputation, it will ſtrengthen his 1 
hands, encourage his heart, and greatly aid the good influence of 
his miniſtrations. While he furniſheth no cauſe of contempt, we 
have confidence in you that you will not diſhonor and injure your- 
ſelves or his miniſtry, by treating i it or him with neglect. 


— 7 7 Tg 


| You cannot reflect too often, or too ſeriouſly, on the 1 importance 
of Chriſtianity: It is the only baſis of our ſpiritual and eternal 


hopes. Live as . who projels and believe it to be what our WI 
ſubject Bu 


= »The Rev. SamvEL Wnirixo, fir ſt . of the church in Windhamy 
was ſettled 1693, and died in 1725. 
The Rev. THomas CLAr, was ordained Auguſt 3, 1726, choſen preſident 
of Vale- College, in 1739, and was inducted into office the ſame year. 
The Rev. STeearn Wulrx, was ordained December, 1740, and died 
January 9, 1794s aged 76. | 
The Rev. KLIA WATERMAN, ordained October 15 1794. | 
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of 
Mbject fepretlass iu. Then may you, on good * look for the the 


_ hope. 


Dearly beloved brethren, the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 
Fhat manner of perſons then ought you to be, in all holy converſation 
end podlineſs ; looking for, and haſting to, his coming? May 
ce the peace of God, which paſſeth underſtanding, keep your hearts 
< and minds thro' Chriſt Jeſus.” May you and your paſtor be final- 
ly preſented before the preſence of his glory with exceeding joy. 


As the concluſion of the diſcourſe, this large and reſpectable af 


Fembly will ſuffer the word of exhortation, receive not the grace of CL FLA 
Cod in vain. Behold, nom is the accepted time; behold, now is the day 


of ſalvation. The deciſions of the great day will be joyful and 
glorious beyond conception to all, who, as the redeemed of the 


Lord, deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and live ſoberly, right- 
_ eouſly and podlily in the preſent world; but full of wrath Sy in- 


dignation to all of a contrary character. May the day, as it ought 44 
arreſt the attention of all who hold forth the word of life, and of all 


ho hear ir. Tranſitory ſcenes have great advantage from their 


being preſent and viſible. But the ſcenes of eternity, tho' unſeen 


und future, are vaſtly more intereſting. © Gird up the loins of 


« your mind, be ſober, and hope unto the end, for the grace that is 

* to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt.” Then 
how glorious will be the manifeltation of the Sons of God:? Bleſſed I 
hope of the redemption of the body, bearing the image of the hea- 
venly Adam in the glories of immortality ! O bleſſed day of eter- 


nal recenption ! Bleſſed be the Cod and Father of our Lord Jcjus 


 berrift, who according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again to a 


Abely hope, by the reſurrection of Jaſus Chriſt from the dead, to an in- 
fe ritauce incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, As air 


ambaſlador for Chriſt, and in his ſtead, I beſeech all who hear me 


this day, be qe reconciled to Cod. May none of us be found in that 
<laſs, to whom there remaineth only a fearful looking for of judoment 
and fiery indignation, The Lord g grant, of his infinite grace, that 


de way all fad mercy at the day of his appearance. Au Rx. 
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